Regular Board Meeting October 21, 2010


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

October 21, 2010

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held their regularly scheduled meeting on October 21, 2010 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Stacy Knotts, Ray Lewis and Christina Matheson

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF PRESENT:  Adrienne Isenhower (Town Manager), Brandi King (Town Clerk), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)

VISITORS PRESENT:  Quintin Ellison, James Smythe, Sylvia Smythe, Giles Morris, Rueben Moore, Joe Cline, Ken Curtis, Jeffrey Goss, John Gurtler, Maggie Tobias, Nick Breedlove and Charles Stanton

CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

MAYOR’S REPORT: Moody reported that NCDOT will hold a public meeting on November 9, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. at Southwestern Community College regarding NC107 upgrades.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None

MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower reported that the website is close to being finished. Isenhower also stated that Scott Cook and Reuben Moore of NCDOT would like for the Town to form a Pedestrian Safety Review Team to address pedestrian safety issues in downtown. Commissioner Matheson stated there is a real problem at the crosswalk at Jones Antiques and suggests taking out the parking space in front of the crosswalk that hinders the sight of pedestrians. Reuben Moore stated that if the Town takes out the parking space, then the DOT will put up a pedestrian sign.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer reported that the resurfacing of Rhodes Cove should be complete by the end of November. The public works crew is also re-installing the street lights for the Sylva to Dillsboro Sidewalk Project.

PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Ken Curtis reported that the Planning Board is working on recommendations for possible amendments to the zoning ordinance for lot size and density in the residential districts. Ron Hancock from the Division of Community Assistance will be helping them with these recommendations.

The Planning Board recommends amending the B-2 and B-3 districts by deleting the words “conducted outdoors” from Section 205.1 (B)(5). A public hearing will be scheduled for November 18, 2010.

DSA REPORT: None

PUBLIC HEARING (ZONING ORDINANCE VARIANCE – JAMES & SYLVIA SMYTHE): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 9:43 a.m. James and Sylvia Smythe have applied for a variance for their property located at 14 King Street. The reason for the variance request is to relax the setback requirements of the zoning ordinance to allow for the Smythe’s to construct a storage building and carport. James Zachary, the adjoining property owner, gave his consent for the construction of the carport and storage building. The public hearing was closed at 9:48 a.m.

MAIN STREET PARKING ORDINANCE: Isenhower has recommended amending the Main Street Parking Ordinance to include the entire B-1 district to help alleviate parking issues on the side streets and Jackson Street. Isenhower also recommends amending the ordinance so it is not applicable to service vehicles. Ridenour stated he inadvertently deleted some of the wordage from the ordinance before it was adopted, so the ordinance would need to be revised and the Board would need to hold another public hearing. The changes will be discussed at the November 4th meeting and the Public Hearing is scheduled for November 18th.

ZONING ORDINANCE VARIANCE – JAMES & SYLVIA SMYTHE: Commissioner Matheson stated that as the variance ordinance reads now the Board would have to deny the request. Matheson suggested the Planning Board look at the variance ordinance and recommend changes so the ordinance is not so restrictive. Commissioner Knotts suggested tabling the Smythe’s variance request until the November 18th meeting. A public hearing is scheduled for November 18th to propose amendments to the variance ordinance.

STANTON & STANTON: Stanton & Stanton has submitted a Conditional Use Permit Application. Isenhower has heard conflicting views on how to proceed with the approval of Stanton & Stanton moving into the Hooper’s Building Supply building. The Board could approve the CUP pursuant to Section 205.1 B (5) which states “commercial, artistic, manufacturing, and repair activities conducted outdoors.” The ordinance could also be amended to remove the words “conducted outdoors” before the CUP is approved. The Planning Board is also questioning what their involvement should be in the process. The Board scheduled Public Hearings to propose changes to the ordinance and for Stanton & Stanton’s Conditional Use Permit Application on November 18th.

COMMUNITY TABLE LEASE: The Community Table is ready to move forward with the lease of the old Golden Age Center. The Board reviewed the changes The Community Table is proposing. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the lease with the proposed changes. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

SWEARING IN OF DAVIS WOODARD AS CHIEF OF POLICE: Davis Woodard was sworn in as Chief of Police by Mayor Maurice Moody.

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT: The mutual aid agreement will give Chief Davis Woodard the authority to conduct business with our neighboring jurisdictions. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the mutual aid. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 11:07 a.m. 
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