Regular Board Meeting January 17, 2013

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

January 17, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a special meeting on January 17, 2013 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson, Lynda Sossamon and Danny Allen
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Lynn Bryant (Finance Officer), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Moody stated the Manger’s Evaluation will be scheduled for the next meeting Roberson is able to attend.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: Schaeffer stated they have received a temporary completion order for the new Police Department. Schaeffer stated there are still monies left in contingency that he hopes could be used for the video systems.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard reported on the statistics for the previous year. Ridenour stated the DWI arrests are down by one-third due to good policing. Commissioner Hensley stated that Woodard and his staff do a great job and they will be more visible when they move into their new building. Commissioner Matheson stated the police department is very deserving of their new facility. Woodard also made the Board aware of a town resident that was in the hospital for 17 days. Woodard stated it would have cost the Town $6,000 if they would have had to sit on this commitment. Commissioner Matheson suggested the Town get an Interlocal Agreement with the County to help in these situations. Woodard also stated he has re-hired Curtis Lambert as a police officer since Jason Whisnant resigned.
STANTON & STANTON, INC DISCUSSION: Chuck Stanton’s business is currently not in compliance with the County’s building code, therefore he has not been issued a privilege license. In order to come into compliance with the building code he needs to construct a firewall at his cabinet manufacturing business. Stanton has committed to the Town by letter that he will have the firewall constructed by March 8, 2013. Moody stated Stanton has been given adequate time to complete the firewall, and should not be given an extension past March 8th. Commissioner Hensley stated the Town needs to work with him because he does not want the business to be shut down. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to give Mr. Stanton until March 8, 2013 to have the firewall constructed so that he can be issued a privilege license to operate his business within the town limits. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
Mr. Stanton also owes past due business personal property taxes and needs to start making an effort to pay those. He currently owes $2,067.60 for 2006-2010. Lynn Bryant stated that Mr. Stanton has not filed for his personal property in two years and has until January 31st to file for his 2013 taxes. The Town will probably be receiving more discoveries from the County for his personal property since he has not been filing his personal property listings. 

Corps Styles Inc. owns the building where Stanton and Stanton currently operates. The 2011 and 2012 taxes remain unpaid for a total of $7,134.74. In an attempt to collect the 2011 taxes, a certified rent garnishment letter was mailed on May 11, 2012 to William Schutters with Corps Styles Inc. Mr. Schutters signed for the letter, but did not pay any on the taxes. On May 24, 2012, a certified rent garnishment was mailed to Stanton and Stanton. The Post Office attempted to deliver on three different occasions. After several attempts to hand deliver, a Police Officer was able to locate Mr. Stanton who acknowledged the certified letter on July 5th. Mr. Stanton had 10 days to respond to the Town’s garnishment request by either sending his rent payment or sending proof of defense against the garnishment. Mr. Stanton has done neither. 

Commissioner Matheson stated the biggest problem is getting “no response” from Mr. Stanton. The Town is trying to work with the business and property owners, but they will not respond. The Town has given Stanton the opportunity to respond and he is in violation.

Ridenour stated the next steps would be tax foreclosure. Commissioner Matheson stated the Town needs to respond immediately to Mr. Stanton and Corps Styles, Inc. that the Town intends to take further action because bad business practice should not govern the collection of taxes.

Commissioner Matheson made a motion to contact Mr. Stanton to have him sign a written payment plan for the 2006-2010 personal property taxes and impress upon him that he needs to file personal property listing forms for 2011 – 2013. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hamilston made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 a.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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