Regular Board Meeting March 15, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

March 15, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on March 15, 2012 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Stacy Knotts, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Mike Morgan (Interim Town Manager), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Tammy Hooper (Assistant Police Chief), Davis Woodard (Police Chief) and Paige Roberson (Downtown Economic Director)
VISITORS PRESENT: Maggie Tobias and Greg Bauguess
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:18 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Sossamon reviewed the list of activities for the WCU Chancellor’s Installation. The purpose of the Town’s involvement is to grow and strengthen the partnership between Sylva and Western Carolina University.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Morgan stated Odell Thompson is 90% complete with his portion of the Police Department Renovation Project. Bids will be going out soon and construction should begin by July 1st.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer reported the Public Works Crew worked with Jackson County to clean up the banks behind the old Rescue Squad. The County will be planting Dogwood trees on the bank as well. Schaeffer also stated the asbestos inspection at the new police department has been done, and there are a few areas of concern that will need to be taken care of. Jeremy Brooks, Maintenance Tech, has resigned to pursue other career interests.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard reported that Gallardo’s hours have been increased from 20 to 30 hours per week. Balsam Mountain Preserve will be sponsoring a Golf Tournament on October 16th to benefit the Police Department. Residents of Sylva that will be going out of Town are encouraged to fill out an application at the Police Department so the officers can keep an eye on their property. A permit and donation box have been installed at Pinnacle Park. They have received 100 permits and $30 in donations so far. The department now has a new Auxillary Officer, Mike Johnson. Woodard also stated he delivered the Second Hand Dealers Ordinance to the businesses that were affected and they have until April to comply. The 2nd Annual Southern Blackrock Race will be this Saturday and proceeds will benefit The Community Table.
DSA REPORT: Paige Roberson thanked Commissioner Knotts and Hensley and the rest of the TWSA Board for sponsoring the Labor Day Concert at “Concerts on the Creek”. Liz Parham will be present at the DSA Retreat on May 16th from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon. The Father Daughter Dance was very successful this year. 70 young ladies were in attendance and First United Methodist Church hopes to host the dance again next year.
ALLOWING ANIMALS AT GREENING UP THE MOUNTAINS: Commissioner Knotts suggested following the Town Attorney’s advice stating that animals are not prohibited, but pet owners are encouraged to leave animals at home. Knotts stated that visitors are used to bringing their dogs to the festival and would not want them to be turned away because they brought them this year. Police Chief Woodard stated he has many safety and health issues regarding animals at the festivals and Bridge Park. Commissioner Hensley suggested making this the last year to allow animals. Commissioner Knotts stated accidents happen and if we eliminate things because of the potential of what could happen then we should close the park and pool. Commissioner Matheson stated she is concerned about the Town’s liability if an animal harmed someone at the festival or parks. Commissioner Matheson suggested that animals be highly discouraged at Town events this year and the Board could find alternatives for the future and come up with an ordinance. Commissioner Sossamon suggested encouraging people to leave their pets at home and follow the Town’s ordinances regarding animals. Commissioner Matheson stated that if the Police Chief takes a position on an issue then the Board needs to take his opinion into account. Commissioner Allen suggested that Woodard and Ridenour get together and come up with an ordinance that will suit the Town for future events.
WCU CHANCELLOR’S INSTALLATION – GREG BAUGUESS: Greg Bauguess requested the Town give a $500 contribution to help strengthen the relationship between WCU and the Town of Sylva. WCU has printed 60 banners for Downtown that can be re-used for other events throughout the year. Mayor Moody stated that $1,000 was appropriated to the Main Street Program at the last Board Meeting and the Town is providing in-kind service for the salaries of employees that are helping with the Installation events. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to give a $500 donation to the WCU Foundation from the $1,000 that was previously appropriated for the Main Street Program. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
JACKSON PAPER TAX DISCUSSION: Jackson Paper has requested that the Town release penalties and interest on discoveries that were made on their business personal property from 2003 to 2008. Jackson Paper has already paid $102,592.91 in principal on these taxes. They are requesting that $42,252.42 in penalties and interest be released. Morgan’s recommendation is to release the penalties and interest. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to release the penalties and interest on the 2003-2008 discoveries. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION – CVS ON NC107: The new CVS that has been built on NC 107 is not within the Town’s city limits. They have sent a written request for the Town to annex the 1.76 acre lot that is contiguous with the current city limits boundary. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to proceed with the voluntary annexation and set the public hearing date for April 5th at 5:30 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
FIRE DEPARTMENT – USED PUMPER: Morgan stated the Fire Department has found a 1988 model Pumper with low miles for $30,000. It is a 1500 gallon tanker with a 1250 pump. The truck would help the department with their ISO inspections to possibly lower fire insurance premiums. The department currently has $72,000 in their capital reserves. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to allow the transfer of funds from the Fire Department’s Capital Reserve Fund to purchase the 1988 Pumper. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Henlsey made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (6) regarding personnel. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into closed session at 10:22 a.m.

Commissioner Knotts made a motion to come out of closed session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into regular session at 11:36 a.m.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 11:36 a.m.
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