Regular Board Meeting October 4, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

October 4, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on October 4, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioner Barbara Hamilton
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) and Davis Woodard (Police Chief)
VISITORS PRESENT: Maggie Tobias, Mike Beck, Russ Harris, Dwight McMahan, Darlene Beckett and Steve Brown
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated he visited Decatur, Georgia with a group from the Main Street Sylva Association. Decatur has been a member of the Main Street Program for over 20 years. Moody stated Bernadette Peters will be issuing a report about their trip soon.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Allen stated he has received several phone calls from concerned citizens about the Skyland Drive and Hospital Road areas. Chief Woodard stated the complaints need to be reported to the Police Department so the issues can be handled.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated that Jackson Paper is formulating a disaster and emergency preparedness plan. The Sylva Police Department toured the mill last week. Knowing the layout of the mill will help with dispatching and decreasing the response time in the event of an emergency. All the officers have toured the plant and are now more aware of escape routes and procedures.
Roberson reported that the visit to Decatur, GA last week was very beneficial for our Main Street Sylva Association. The most helpful part for the group was to see the integrated relationship between the City of Decatur, the Downtown Development Authority, and the Decatur Business Association. Their three entities have worked to brand their city, along the main street pillars, for businesses, citizens, and visitors. All three groups are involved in different aspects of economic development. It was also helpful to learn how their ordinances have developed and changed as the Town has grown. 

The subcontractor site meeting for the Police Department Renovation Project was held Tuesday morning. The General Contractor is 90 percent confident the project will be done by the expected completion date at the end of December. Over the past month, electrical and rough in plumbing have been completed and passed inspection. Framing is now finished. The ramp was completed last week. The arch in the front started Monday. Metal work on the façade began Wednesday. Work on handicap rails will start early next week and sheet rock started today.
Roberson stated we can expect to close on the Metrostat assets within the next two weeks. The terms of the agreement remain the same.

Roberson attended the Cashiers business input session Tuesday evening for the Economic Development Steering Commission. A similar input session for the northern Jackson County businesses will be held October 11th at 4:45 in the County Commissioners Boardroom. Julie Spiro has coordinated this event with David and Betty Huskins. This will be the final phase before the Economic Development Steering Committee presents their findings in late October.
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson reported that the planning board has continued their review of the sign ordinance and will make their recommendations to the Board after their review of the draft.
Planning Board members will be attending a regional Planning Board Workshop in Asheville on November 2nd from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Commissioner Hensley stated that signage regulations should fit each particular situation. Commissioner Matheson questioned whether the sign ordinance could include an allowance for national chain stores. Mayor Moody stated that most chain stores conform to the cities ordinances, such as Hilton Head and Biltmore in Asheville. Commissioner Sossamon stated the Town’s ordinance provides consistency for each business in each particular district.
PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to appoint Rebecca Duley to the Planning Board. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
SWEARING IN OF PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS: Mayor Moody administered the oath of office to Russ Harris and Dwight McMahan.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS PROCLAMATION: Darlene Beckett and Steve Brown presented the Board with a proclamation for Breast Cancer Awareness. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the proclamation. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

Zaxby’s will be donating 10% of their profits to the foundation on October 25th.

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MUNICIPAL RECORDS RETENTION AND DISPOSITION SCHEDULE: Commissioner Allen made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
HAROLD HENSLEY/CONCEPT AUTOMOTIVE SIDEWALK DISCUSSION: Harold Hensley stated the property he owns on NC107 where Concept Automotive is located is under contract. Hensley stated they will know for sure by the first meeting in December if they will be excavating the property. He does not feel that the current tenant should have to install a sidewalk if the potential buyers will be excavating and tearing it out.
Commissioner Allen questioned what happens if the contract on the property does not go through. Hensley stated the business will be shut down or a sidewalk will be installed. Commissioner Sossamon stated Hensley and Concept Automotive were already given over 90 days to install the sidewalk and now it will be another 60 days before any contracts are signed. Commissioner Allen questioned whether they are being fined for being out of compliance. Allen suggested the fine should be assessed from September 18th to the present since the Board was generous in giving them an additional 90 days to construct the sidewalk.
Commissioner Matheson made a motion to suspend any action on assessing fines at this time and table the discussion until they have a full Board present at the meeting. The motion carries with unanimous vote.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:17 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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