Regular Board Meeting October 18, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

October 18, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on October 18, 2012 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Commissioner Lynda Sossamon and Christina Matheson
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) and Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director)
VISITORS PRESENT: Charles Allen, Maggie Tobias, Tim Jones, Jamie Wilson, Russ Cagle and Kimberly Lay
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Moody stated he attended the Cherokee Preservation Meeting.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Allen recognized the loss of one of the Town’s former commissioners, Eldridge Painter. Allen stated Painter was an outstanding citizen of Sylva.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated the Economic Development meeting will be on November 5th. Treat Street will be held on October 27th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. Roberson also stated the Police Department furniture has been ordered.
The results of the Fire Department’s ISO rating came back and the Sylva Fire District will have a protection Class 5, effective January 1st, 2013. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer stated the brick work on the new Police Department is complete. The roof is 90 percent complete. The new windows will be installed next week. The sheetrock and electrical work are complete.
Schaeffer also reported that he attended a Recycling Conference in Hendersonville and toured the new facility in Enka. He will also be pursuing grant opportunities to help with setting up recycling containers on Main Street.

MAIN STREET REPORT: The Chilly Fest will be November 3rd from 12:00 to 4:00 pm. There will be a $5 admission and WRGC will be judging the contest. The Christmas Parade is set for Saturday, December 1st at 3:00 pm. Photos with Santa will be at 12:00 noon. This year’s theme for the parade is “A Storybook Christmas”.
HAROLD HENSLEY/CONCEPT AUTOMOTIVE SIDEWALK DISCUSSION: Town Attorney, Eric Ridenour, stated he has a conflict in the issue since he has represented both Harold Hensley and Russ Cagle individually in the past. Commissioner Matheson stated that if Ridenour has a conflict the Board needs to retain another attorney. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to retain Kim Lay to represent the Town of Sylva on this matter. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
Roberson read a letter from Hunter, Large & Sherrill, PLLC stating that the property located at 705 E Main Street is in negotiations with a buyer from Georgia whose intentions are to build-out and locate a commercial business on the property. The proposed build-out on the property will involve construction of parking areas, curbs and sidewalks. They are anticipating a contract to be entered into on or before December 1st, 2012.
Russ Cagle stated the Town of Sylva and the NCDOT constructed the sidewalk on the other side of NC107. He also stated that there is no other sidewalk on either side of the property where his business is located. Cagle does not feel that as a tenant leasing the property he should have to construct a sidewalk if there will be no continuance of the sidewalk.

Jamie Wilson, a former engineer for NCDOT, stated that NC107 has been recognized as a corridor that needs improvement by the Town of Sylva, Jackson County and the NCDOT. Wilson stated there is not six inches of curb along this property and if a sidewalk were installed it would not meet ADA requirements. Wilson also stated the sidewalk would not have any functionality since there would not be a continuance of the sidewalk. 

Tim Jones, a local business owner, stated he understands what the Town is trying to do by having businesses install sidewalks. Jones, however, does not believe that the Town should require a business that is leasing property to make improvements since they do not have a long-term investment in the property. Jones stated this would burden small businesses excessively before they are even open.

Mayor Moody stated the Board will resolve the issue as fairly as possible to the Town and the other parties involved.

RED RIBBON WEEK PROCLAMATION: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the proclamation. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TOWN MANAGER TO ABATE NUISANCE AT 223 SUNRISE PARK: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 9:56 a.m.
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