Regular Board Meeting March 7, 2013

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

March 7, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on March 7, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioner Danny Allen
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: John Pruett, Ryan Griffin, Alexis Wardlaw, Nicole Taylor, Molly Beth Jacobs, David Patten, Boyd Sossamon Jr. and Andrew Kasper
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated he received a letter from TWSA requesting the Town submit projects for consideration for their upcoming budget. Mayor Moody stated he would like any areas within the Town limits that do not have access to public water and sewer be added to the wish list.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None

MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson requested the Board allow her to transfer funds for the Greening Up the Mountains Festival. Roberson requested that $1,450 be transferred from Parade Fees and $5,750 be transferred from GUTM fees to the GUTM expenses line item. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to transfer the funds to cover the expenses for the festival. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
Roberson stated the new code of ordinance books have arrived, and they will be adopted at the next meeting. Town Hall and the Police Department have been switched over to BalsamWest for their internet service.

PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson stated the Planning Board made a recommendation to deny the sign variance requests from Wal-Mart. The Planning Board is also looking into redefining manufactured home parks in the ordinances. Boyd Sossamon Jr. stated the Planning Board has been reviewing the sign ordinance for several months. Their ultimate goal is to stick as close to the ordinances as possible in order to achieve a more consistent look throughout the Town.
Commissioner Matheson stated she realizes the sign ordinance has issues. Matheson stated the signs that Wal-Mart wants to install on their building are more attractive than the present signs. Matheson stated that sign changes should be exempt and grandfathered in as long as the size of the new signage does not increase. Matheson stated that if Wal-Mart only wants to change the plastic logo panels on their existing sign then the Board needs to take that into consideration. Commissioner Sossamon disagreed stating that all signs should have to come into compliance to make the Town uniform.

Boyd Sossamon Jr. stated that if more than 50% of the signage is changed then the ordinance requires them to come into compliance. The Planning Board’s recommendation is to follow the ordinance, therefore they are recommending denying the variance request. Commissioner Sossamon stated the Board should not deviate from the ordinances as they are written now.

Town Attorney Ridenour stated the goal is have everyone in compliance to make everything more uniform so that some businesses do not have advantages over other businesses. Ridenour stated the Town Board needs to adhere to the ordinances regarding the freestanding signs, but could be more lenient for wall signage.
PUBLIC HEARING (SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION – WAL-MART/NC INCOME PROPERTIES LIMITED): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 6:08 pm. Wal-Mart representatives were unable to attend this meeting, so the public hearing was recessed at 6:10 pm. The Public Hearing will reconvene when Wal-Mart representatives are able to attend.

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION – WAL-MART/NC INCOME PROPERTIES: The item is tabled until the Public Hearing is reconvened.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL SKI & SNOWBOARD TEAM: Darlene Beckett, coach for the SMHS Ski & Snowboard Team, stated that ten of her team members have qualified for nationals in Aspen, Colorado. Beckett is requesting that the Town Board help support the athletes that have made it to nationals. The cost is $800 per student and they are leaving March 21st. Beckett stated they get no funding from the high school because the team is considered a club. Commissioner Hamilton stated she is proud of the students that will be representing the County. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to contribute $200 to the Ski Team. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ABC DISCUSSION – MARIE LEATHERWOOD: Marie Leatherwood stated her concerns regarding the County ABC Board.

TROUT CITY RESOLUTION: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CLEAN WATER MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND RESOLUTION: Roberson stated the resolution supports legislature and their funding of the clean water management trust. Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

RESOLUTION APPROVING TERMS OF RE-FINANCING OF FIRE DEPARTMENT LOAN: Roberson stated the Town can re-finance the loan from 3.89% to 2.49%, saving the Town approximately $126,000. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the resolution to re-finance the loan for the Fire Department. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD: The item was tabled until the first meeting in April.

CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to GS 143-318.11(a)(6) regarding the Town Manager’s evaluation. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into Closed Session at 6:51 pm.

Commissioner Matheson made a motion to come out of Closed Session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into Regular Session at 7:57 pm.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm.
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