Regular Board Meeting May 2, 2013

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

May 2, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on May 2, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Doug Farmer (Police Sergeant) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: John Jeleniewski, John Prentice, Quintin Ellison, Andrew Kasper, Boyd Sossamon Jr, Marie Leatherwood, Brittany Lewis, Amanda Mann and Doug Rowe
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson thanked everyone for their support during “Greening Up the Mountains”. Schaeffer has applied for a grant for recycling bins for Main Street. Brandi King is now a NC Certified Tax Collector. The Board will be attending a Board of Adjustment Workshop in Asheville tomorrow. Roberson also stated she has now completed the Municipal Administration Course at the School of Government. 
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson stated the Planning Board is continuing their review of the sign ordinance revisions. 
PUBLIC HEARING (SIGN ORDINANCE VARIANCE APPLICATION FROM WAL-MART – NC INCOME PROPERTIES INC): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:35 pm. John Jeleniewski reported that Wal-Mart has applied for a sign variance for wall signage for their new branding. Jeleniewski presented the elevations (exhibit A) to the Board. Jeleniewski stated the County recommends the approval of the variance because of the screening and Wal-Mart’s distance from NC107. Jeleniewski stated the building is 500 foot long and as the ordinance states now the largest sign Wal-Mart would be allowed would be 96 square feet. Wal-Mart is requesting four signs for the building to include “Outdoor Living”, “Home & Pharmacy”, “Market” and the “Wal-Mart” branding sign that is 298 square feet. Jeleniewski stated that a 96 square foot sign would not look good because it would be too small for the building. Jeleniewski stated that architecturally and cosmetically the building will look much better after the new signage is installed. 
Amanda Mann, the attorney representing Wal-Mart, presented the Board with their Variance Submittal booklet (exhibit B). Mann stated the new branding and signage will make the building look significantly better. The new signage will also help with safety issues in the parking lot because the new signs will direct customers in the right direction. Mann also stated that Wal-Mart has a 600 foot setback from NC107 and there are two developed parcels on either side of the main entrance which blocks the visibility of Wal-Mart. Mann stated the building currently has 14 signs totaling 627 square feet, and they are proposing to go down to four signs totaling 501 square feet.

Commissioner Sossamon questioned the representatives as to Wal-Mart’s timeframe for the remodel. Brittany Lewis of Harrison, French and Associates stated they would like to have the project complete by the end of June.

Boyd Sossamon Jr., Planning Board Chairman, stated the Planning Board is recommending the variance be denied based on the current ordinance. Sossamon stated the Planning Board is addressing these issues in the ordinance and should have their recommendations for revisions very soon.

Commissioner Matheson stated the Board of Adjustments is receiving conflicting opinions. The Planning Board is recommending denial of the variance and the Jackson County Planning Office is recommending granting the variance.

Town Manger Roberson stated that statutory requirements for a variance cannot be met with a sign ordinance in her opinion and the request does not meet the ordinance as it is written now.

Mayor Moody closed the Public Hearing at 5:59 pm.

JACKSON COUNTY POOL REPORT: Rusty Ellis was unable to attend the meeting. The item is tabled until a later date.

SIGN ORDINANCE VARIANCE APPLICATION FROM WAL-MART – NC INCOME PROPERTIES INC: Commissioners Matheson, Hensley and Allen voted for granting of the variance. Commissioners Hamilton and Sossamon voted against the variance. In order to grant a variance the Board needs a 4/5 vote. The variance was denied.
Commissioner Matheson made a motion to add a Public Hearing to the May 16th agenda in order to hear public input regarding proposed revisions from the Planning Board to the sign ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILLS 363 AND 394 TO PRESERVE BALANCED MUNICIPAL REVENUES: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
TUCK’S GUNS AND AMMO REQUEST: John Prentice, owner of Tuck’s Guns and Ammo, has requested he be allowed to install a fire box in his business in order to be able to test fire arms before they are sold. Police Chief Woodard sees no problem and believes it would be safe. Woodard does not believe that the intent of the current ordinance was to prevent this and the box would be stored away from customers in a contained area.

Town Attorney Ridenour stated the request is within lawful direction of the law enforcement office and would not be in violation of the ordinance so no action is needed.

MARIE LEATHERWOOD – GREAT SMOKIES RAILROAD DISCUSSION: Marie Leatherwood expressed her concerns regarding the County’s use of taxpayer’s dollars to rehabilitate Great Smokies Railroad’s old steam engine.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.
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