Regular Board Meeting May 16, 2013

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

May 16, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on May 16, 2013 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson, Lynda Sossamon and Danny Allen
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Tammy Hooper (Asst. Police Chief), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director)  and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: John Jeleniewski, Quintin Ellison, Bill Thomas, Boyd Sossamon Jr, Michael Wells, Doug Rowe and Marc Cannon
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Allen commended the Police Department and Public Works for their hard work. Commissioner Hamilton agreed and thanked all the Town employees.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated she attended the Board of Adjustment Workshop with the Board and they will be working to implement the new changes. Roberson also stated the first “Concerts on the Creek” will be Friday, May 31st with the Rye Holler Boys.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: Schaeffer reported that he received a $10,000 grant for recycling containers on Main Street.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
MAIN STREET REPORT: Roberson stated the Main Street Association is applying for a TDA grant for billboard advertising.

PUBLIC HEARING (PROPOSED REVISIONS TO ARTIVLE IV: SIGN REGULATIONS (SECTION 38-102 (5))): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 9:20 am. Boyd Sossamon Jr., Planning Board Chairman, stated the purpose of the revisions is to simplify the ordinance for shopping centers in the B-2 and B-3 business districts. There was no other public input.
The public hearing was closed at 9:24 am.
ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-102(5) OF THE TOWN OF SYLVA SIGN REGULATIONS IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adopt the ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
NORTH CAROLINA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROCLAMATION 100 DAY: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the proclamation. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF NC INSURANCE DEPOSIT: The Town will be switching health insurance carriers effective July 1st. The Town will need to send a preliminary deposit for the first month’s premiums. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to pay the deposit up to $8,000 out of contingency. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
MAIN STREET SOLUTIONS GRANT DISCUSSION: Commissioner Matheson stated that Ms. Jean Ensley has requested her portion of the Main Street Solutions Grant be re-opened. Ensley’s portion of the grant was previously closed due to discrepancies in her application and other submissions. Ensley is requesting an extension of time to gather additional information. Ms. Ensley and the Department of Commerce have put the Town in an awkward situation. Ms. Ensley has bypassed the Town and has been dealing with the Department of Commerce directly. Commissioner Hensley stated it will not hurt the Town to give her an extension of time. Commissioner Allen stated the Board has already given her an ample amount of time and she was unable to meet the previous deadlines. In a letter from the Department of Commerce they have recommended giving her an additional two weeks to gather information. 
Commissioner Matheson made a motion to grant Ms. Ensley an additional two weeks to gather the appropriate information. Commissioner Hensley voted for the extension, while Commissioners Allen, Sossamon and Hamilton were opposed. The grant remains closed.

CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the Town Attorney. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into closed session at 9:39 am.

Commissioner Hensley made a motion to come out of closed session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into regular session at 10:13 am.
STANTON AND STANTON, INC. DISCUSSION: Mr. Stanton has not complied with building and fire codes and is therefore operating a business inside the city limits without a privilege license. At a previous meeting the Board gave him until March 8th to construct a firewall so that he would be able to obtain his privilege license, however he has not constructed the firewall or installed a sprinkler system. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to prepare an injunction by consent and get Mr. Stanton to sign so that it is available if he doesn’t vacate by July 1st, unless he otherwise complies with the building and fire codes for his business. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 a.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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