Regular Board Meeting June 6, 2013

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

June 6, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on June 6, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: Judy McConnell, Ruth McConnell, Doug Rowe and Quintin Ellison
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Allen stated that since the Board would not be implementing a tax increase this year they need to come up with ideas to “sell” Sylva to bring in more businesses to offset a tax increase next year. Commissioners Hamilton and Matheson stated they need to work more vigorously toward economic development as a priority. Matheson stated the ABC vote affected the Town of Sylva more than was expected by the loss of businesses and revenues to surrounding towns. Commissioner Hensley stated the Town needs to become more business friendly and the ordinances should reflect this.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated the restrooms at Bryson Park have been closed due to vandalism. There is a park attendant vacancy, since long time employee Benny Frizzell is retiring. Officer Jennie Rumsey resigned from the Police Department and took a position at the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department. Roberson stated last week’s “Concerts on the Creek” went very well with more than 300 in attendance. The Johnny Webb Band will be playing this week. Commissioner Hamilton encouraged everyone to attend the “Concerts on the Creek”.
Roberson also stated the Jackson County Recreation Department would like to be able to use their net profits from the 2012 season for expenses to tile the bathroom, purchase a pizza warmer, install an intercom system and a water fountain. Commissioner Allen made a motion to allow last year’s profits to be used for startup costs this year. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC HEARING (FY 2013-2014 PROPOSED BUDGET): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:43 pm. The purpose of the hearing was to receive public input regarding the 2013-2014 Proposed Budget.
Commissioner Sossamon stated she would like to revisit the General Fund ($50,000) and Fisher Creek ($100,000) appropriations that are in the proposed budget. Sossamon believes the Fisher Creek Funds should be used for improvements in Sylva such as trees and green space. Sossamon stated she wants to be a good steward for the funds. Commissioner Hensley stated the Fisher Creek Funds are not sacred and the budget should be left as proposed. Hensley stated that planting a tree is no more important than saving the taxpayer’s money. Commissioner Allen stated he was one of the original Board members that voted to only use the Fisher Creek interest, but is in favor of using the funds if it will save the taxpayer’s money. Matheson stated the Board reached a happy medium during their last work session by pulling funds from Fisher Creek and the Fund Balance. Matheson stated she does not want to take any more from Fund Balance than proposed because she does not want to risk the Fund Balance. Commissioner Hamilton stated she did not want to have to raise taxes, but would rather use Fund Balance than Fisher Creek Funds. Mayor Moody stated he would personally vote against using Fisher Creek Funds if he had a vote.
Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to take $45,000 from Fisher Creek Funds and $100,000 from Fund Balance to balance the FY 2013-2014 Budget. The motion carries. Commissioners Matheson, Hamilton and Allen voted with Sossamon, while Hensley was opposed.

There was not input from the public. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:13 pm.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD: Mayor Moody read a proclamation declaring Dr. Charles McConnell as this year’s Volunteer Service Award recipient. An award was presented to Dr. McConnell’s wife, Ruth McConnell.

MAIN STREET SOLUTIONS GRANT DISCUSSION: David Schulman has indicated that he does not intend to finish the work that he stated he would in his grant application. Jean Ensley’s portion of the grant was denied at a previous meeting. Since neither property owner was able to complete the work as the grant was applied for the Board will be relinquishing the grant and will notify the Commerce Department that the grant funds will not be used. Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to close the Main Street Solutions Grant. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
FY 2012-2013 AUDIT CONTRACT FROM BURLESON & EARLY, PA: The recommendation from staff is to approve the contract. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the FY 2012-2013 Audit Contract from Burleson & Early, PA. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
JULY 4TH MEETING DISCUSSION: Mayor Moody stated the first meeting in July falls on the July 4th Holiday. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to cancel the meeting scheduled for July 4th. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 6:24 pm.
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