Regular Board Meeting August 1, 2013

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

August 1, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on August 1, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: John Jeleniewski, Nick Breedlove, Andrew Kasper, Doug Rowe and Sheryl Rudd
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Sossamon apologized for not making it to the “Day of Service”. Commissioner Hensley stated $3,906 was raised at “Day of Service”. Commissioner Hamilton stated that more people are enjoying the “Concerts on the Creek” and it is wonderful for the community.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson reviewed the Annual Main Street Report that was sent to the Department of Commerce. Officer Daniel Reid was sworn in as a new officer last Friday. Harold Street will be repaved this week.
PUBLIC HEARING (ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION FROM DOUG ROWE OF FATHER’S HOUSE OF PRAYER): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:36 pm. John Jeleniewski stated that Doug Rowe of Father’s House of Prayer has submitted a zoning text amendment application to allow churches on the first floor in the B-1 Business District. Currently, the B-1 District allows churches “on-site” and on the 2nd and 3rd floors. Doug Rowe stated that churches are the foundation of a town and their church’s vision is to serve the Town of Sylva. Roberson stated the Planning Board unanimously recommended denying the text amendment in order to preserve the commercial downtown area. Sheryl Rudd stated that the Sylva Merchant’s Association is concerned about economic development if the building is no longer retail. Jeleniewski stated that the staff’s findings were that there is currently adequate accommodation for churches in the B-1 Business District, the current vision of promoting the community goal of a economically viable downtown is not unreasonable and the community goal of preserving commercial spaces for commercial uses is not unreasonable. The staff’s recommendation is to deny the requested text amendment. The public hearing was closed at 5:52 pm.
PUBLIC HEARING (CHAPTER 38 ARTICLE IV SIGN ORDINANCE REVISIONS): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:53 pm. Roberson stated the Planning Board has been working on the sign ordinance revisions for over a year. The recommended changes allow for better clarification of the ordinance, further explain the existing ordinance, and reformats the ordinance. There was no public input. The public hearing was closed at 5:58 pm.

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION FROM DOUG ROWE OF FATHER’S HOUSE OF PRAYER: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to follow the Planning Board and Staff’s recommendation and deny the requested text amendment. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CHAPTER 38 ARTICLE IV (SIGN ORDINANCE REVISIONS): Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adopt the changes to Chapter 38 Article IV in the Code of Ordinances. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 6:03 pm.
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