Regular Board Meeting February 20, 2014


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

February 20, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on February 20, 2014 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Harold Hensley, Mary Gelbaugh, Barbara Hamilton and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT: Commissioner Danny Allen
STAFF PRESENT: Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Tammy Hooper (Assistant Police Chief) and Davis Woodard (Police Chief)
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Sandra Wilkie, Mark Teague and Jenny McPherson
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated the County’s Joint Meeting is scheduled for March 3rd.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Hamilton thanked the Public Works crews and the Police Department for their work during the snow storms. Commissioner Sossamon stated the new banners on Main Street look nice.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated Public Hearings for the variance ordinance, B-1 zoning ordinance and the taxicab ordinance have been scheduled for March 6th. Roberson also stated the Fire Department is advertising for bids for their new Custom Pumper Truck.
MAIN STREET REPORT: Roberson stated the “Greening Up the Mountains” applications are now available. Russ Harris has been appointed to the Main Street Committee.
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson stated the Planning Board is working on rezoning of the Main Street and Mill Street areas and also on ETJ areas.
TWSA REPORT: Commissioner Hensley stated TWSA’s Director will begin submitting written reports to individual entities next month.
PUBLIC HEARING (TAXI CAB APPLICATION – SANDRA WILKIE): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 9:23 am. Chief Woodard stated the Police Department has completed all the necessary background checks and recommends the approval of the taxi cab business. Mayor Moody closed the Public Hearing at 9:25 am.
ABC BOARD TRAVEL POLICY: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adopt the Town’s Travel Policy as the ABC Board’s Policy. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
FINCH STREET DISCUSSION: Public Works Director Dan Schaeffer stated that Finch Street has caved in more and caused more flooding in the ABC Store. Lofquist & Associates has a plan to correct the problem with a cost estimate of $256,000. Schaeffer stated he is confident they will be able to complete the project under budget. Schaeffer stated the project needs to be completed before it damages the ABC Store even more and they have to close the business. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to appropriate $100,000 from Fund Balance, $50,000 from Revolving Loan Funds and $100,131 from Fisher Creek Funds to complete the project. If the project comes in under budget the remaining funds will go back into the Fisher Creek Funds. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

TAXI CAB APPLICATION – SANDRA WILKIE: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the Taxi Cab Application from Sandra Wilkie. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

JACKSON COUNTY FARMERS’ MARKET DISCUSSION: Jenny McPherson of the Farmers’ Market stated they would like to construct a 12 foot by 14 foot storage shed in the Bridge Park parking lot. The building would be constructed with cedar shake siding and a green metal roof. Commissioner Sossamon stated they should follow all codes and setbacks before constructing the building. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the construction of the storage building based on Roberson and Schaeffer’s recommendation and upon approval from the Jackson County Planning and Building Inspections offices. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
TREE REPLACEMENT ON MAIN STREET: Schaeffer stated he has marked five trees on Main Street that need to be replaced. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to allow Schaeffer to remove the trees from Main Street. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. Schaeffer stated he will get recommendations for the replacement trees.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 a.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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