Regular Board Meeting August 7, 2014


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

August 7, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on August 7, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Lynda Sossamon, Harold Hensley, Barbara Hamilton and Mary Gelbaugh
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Brandi Henson (Town Clerk) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, John Jeleniewski and Jeremy Morrison
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated the 125th Anniversary planning is well underway.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Hamilton stated the Democratic Candidates are hosting a free hotdog dinner at Bridge Park tonight. Commissioner Allen stated he would like the Board to consider approval of him planting a tree in Bridge Park. Commissioner Hensley stated he saw a portable stage in Burnsville that could possibly be an option for Bridge Park. Commissioner Gelbaugh stated it may be illegal to obstruct traffic on Main Street with the cones so Schaeffer needs to check into it.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated the Main Street Board held a retreat with Liz Parham and worked on their plan of work. The traffic study submittals are due tomorrow. 
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson stated the Planning Board has been working on some technical changes for the sign ordinance. They will also be working on a “Food Truck” Ordinance.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Roberson stated the Custom Pumper Truck should be ready September 12th. 
TWSA REPORT: Commissioner Hensley stated TWSA held a public hearing at Western Carolina University today and is installing water lines in Cullowhee.
PUBLIC HEARING (SIGN ORDINANCE CHANGES TO SEC. 38-101(1) and 38-102(2)): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:38 pm. The Planning Board has recommended some technical changes to the sign ordinance to clarify where accent lighting can flash and how to calculate frontage of buildings. Commissioner Hensley stated he has a problem with putting too many restrictions on small businesses. There was no public input. The public hearing was closed at 5:43 pm.

MARTHA POPPLEWELL ESTATE FUNDS DISCUSSION: Roberson stated the Board can construct a permanent concrete stage at Bridge Park for approximately $7,000. Roberson is still working on costs for a fishing pier like the ones in Dillsboro and Maggie Valley. Roberson stated that water features generally cost more than the funds we have available. Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to build a permanent stage at Bridge Park. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to appropriate $10,000 from the Popplewell Funds to build the stage. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-101(1)j: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adopt the ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-102(1)c: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON METAL SIDED BUILDINGS: Commissioner Sossamon stated it is important to impose a temporary moratorium on metal sided buildings in the B-1 District in order to keep the character of the historic district downtown. There are currently no ordinances in place that define metal buildings. The temporary moratorium would allow the Planning Board time to define metal buildings and where they can be constructed. The Town is so close to receiving the Historic Registry recognition and we do not want to jeopardize that. Commissioner Hensley stated that he does not want to put so many restrictions on property owners that Sylva becomes a ghost town instead of a historic town. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to propose a temporary moratorium for metal sided buildings within the Sylva corporate limits and schedule a public hearing for August 21st at 9:15 am. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 6:08 pm.
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