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REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

September 4, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on September 4, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Lynda Sossamon, Harold Hensley, Barbara Hamilton and Mary Gelbaugh
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Brandi Henson (Town Clerk) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Jan Morrison, Jane Morrison, Todd Mathis, Blair Yount, Lisa Leatherman, Dan Deitz, Kenneith Gillis, John Jeleniewski, Jan Chervenak, Rose Bauguess
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated that Main Street and Mill Street are somewhat back to normal after the events of the fire.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Gelbaugh reminded everyone about the “Cash Mob” tomorrow at 5:45 on Main Street to support the local businesses. Commissioner Sossamon stated she attended WCU’s 125th Birthday Bash. Commissioner Hensley reminded everyone about Dillsboro’s 125th celebration Saturday. Commissioner Hamilton stated she attended the last “Concerts on the Creek” of the season and the new stage was well used.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson encouraged everyone to attend the “Cash Mob” and bring cash. Sylva’s 125th Anniversary ornaments have arrived and are $15 each. The NCLM Conference is scheduled October 12-14.
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson stated the Planning Board has been working on exterior materials and window maintenance in the B-1 district. The Planning Board would like to see all the boarded up windows replaces within six months.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Roberson stated the Custom Pumper Truck should be here September 12th. 
TWSA REPORT: Commissioner Hensley stated TWSA has a lot going on. They are taking bids on installing water lines in Cullowhee and will be taking over the pump station in Cashiers.
PUBLIC HEARING (EXTRA-TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION – NC107): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:39 pm. Roberson stated the ETJ will preserve and protect the perimeters of Town. Those affected will have to comply with the Town’s zoning ordinances, but will pay no taxes and receive no services. The Planning Board has recommended zoning the Rivercrest Development R-1 and all other parcels zoned B-3. 
Todd Mathis stated he has 21 acres that would be affected. Mathis has rental trailers and homes on this property. He doesn’t want the Town telling him what he can and cannot do with his land and he should be able to replace the trailers. Roberson stated singlewides are allowed with a conditional use permit.

Chervenak, Bauguess and Gillis questioned why the Rivercrest Development was included in the ETJ area. Roberson stated the Town included Rivercrest to allow for representation on the Planning Board. Chervenak questioned whether someone from Rivercrest would be guaranteed a seat on the Planning Board. Ridenour stated that the Rivercrest Development restrictions are more restrictive than the Town’s R-1 ordinances. Boyd Sossamon stated the ETJ protects the value of property from development on neighboring lots because they must follow the Town’s ordinances. Bauguess stated the Town could exclude Rivercrest from the ETJ and still have residential representation from the other areas.

Mayor Moody and Commissioner Sossamon stated the only intentions of the ETJ are to control growth and protect the area just outside the Town’s corporate limits. Commissioner Hensley stated those affected are guaranteed they will not be paying any additional taxes.
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:47 pm.

ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE TOWN’S EXTRA-TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION ALONG NC HIGHWAY 107 AND ESTABLISHING ZONING: Commissioner Gelbaugh stated she has wrestled with this decision a lot this week and realizes it is only a protective measure and has the property owners best interests in mind. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 6:49 pm.
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