Regular Board Meeting September 18, 2014


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

September 18, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on September 18, 2014 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Mary Gelbaugh, Barbara Hamilton and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Brandi Henson (Town Clerk), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Tony Elders, Gary Gibson, Boyd Sossamon, Paul Holt and Michael Beck
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Gary Gibson stated that he and Sam Clemmons are having problems with patrons for the food trucks across the street at Innovation Brewing parking in their lots. This is taking away from the parking for their customers. Gibson stated they have put up signage and are enforcing towing, but it doesn’t seem to help. Commissioner Sossamon stated the Planning Board has been working on a “Food Truck Ordinance” and will hopefully have a recommendation for the Board very soon. Police Chief Woodard stated that since it is private property there is not much the Police Department can do except try to keep the peace. Commissioner Gelbaugh suggested contacting NCDOT to have a new crosswalk installed leading patrons to the Town’s parking lot. 
MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Hamilton stated she has had several people contact her about having “Concerts on the Creek” longer in the season. Commissioner Gelbaugh has heard from business owners that they would be interested in sponsoring a concert. The Town could explore other sponsors to help with the costs to extend the concerts.
MANAGER’S REPORT: None
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer stated the fire inspection downtown is still not complete. Schaeffer is going to build two tunnels along the sidewalks on Main and Mill Street to get the sidewalks open. He is hoping the barrier can be moved closer to the sidewalk soon so it is not out in the lane of traffic.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard stated they have received the DOT permit for the horse parade. Woodard also stated the Hooker’s trout sign was stolen and he believes the barrier on Main Street is to blame because it obstructs views.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
MAIN STREET REPORT: None
PUBLIC HEARING (PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 38-42 OF TOWN CODE: MAIN STREET BUSINESS DISTRICT): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 9:34 am. Boyd Sossamon stated the Planning Board worked on downtown design standards regarding exterior materials and window maintenance. Mike Beck stated the Fire Department had a hard time accessing the second story of the building during the August fire because of the boarded up windows. Beck also stated if the windows had been glass the fire would have been detected much sooner. The fire department supports the proposed ordinance. Tony Elders stated the proposed ordinance has backing in the NC Fire Code. State Fire Code states there has to be one operable window at lease every 50 linear feet. The County has just hired a full-time fire inspector that will be enforcing the NC Fire Code. Commissioner Hensley questioned why the ordinance is needed if there is a NC Fire Code. Elders stated they can only enforce the minimum and the Town’s Ordinance would be more restrictive. Commissioner Gelbaugh stated that seven downtown businesses will be affected by the ordinance. Gelbaugh stated that building owners Jim Gray and Bob Parker cannot afford to replace the windows within six months. Paul Holt stated the inside of his building would have to be gutted because walls on the inside cover the windows on the ground floor. Commissioner Hensley stated the cost to some will be tremendous and may not have the time or resources to get the windows replaced. Commissioner Sossamon stated the property owners could file for tax credits at the end of the year. Mayor Moody stated property owners will have better access to grants because of the National Registry. Commissioner Allen stated the property owners should be given more than six months to replace their windows. Commissioner Hensley stated they should start with the minimum for the fire code and give them up to two years to replace the rest. Mayor Moody closed the public hearing at 10:08 am.
ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-42 OF TOWN CODE: MAIN STREET BUSINESS DISTRICT: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adopt 7a “Exterior Materials” of the ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt 7b “Manufactured Homes” of the ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt 7c “Window Maintenance”of the ordinance stating: “Missing, broken, or boarded up windows must be replaced with glass. Boarded up windows pose a fire hazard and safety threat to the general public. Windows must be operable and allow for safe and rapid egress in emergency situations.” The motion does not carry. Commissioner Gelbaugh, Hensley and Allen were opposed. Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to table 7c of the ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
Roberson and the Planning Board will make changes to the ordinance and the Board will review at their October 2nd meeting.

Commissioner Sossamon stated that the Town Manager’s recommendation was to pass all parts of the ordinance.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:18 a.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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