
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners 

December 22, 2016 

 

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on December 22, 2016 at 

9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Lynda Sossamon and Commissioners Mary Gelbaugh, Harold 

Hensley, Barbara Hamilton, Greg McPherson, and David Nestler. 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Paige Dowling (Town Manager), Amanda Murajda (Town Clerk), Dan 

Schaeffer (Public Works), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Tammy Hooper (Asst. Police Chief) 

and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney).  

 

VISITORS PRESENT:  Quintin Ellison and Holly Kays 

 

CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Sossamon called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to change the date of 

item two to January 17, 2017 and approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous 

vote. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Sossamon wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Gelbaugh told everyone she was excited to see 

Main Street full of holiday shoppers.  Commissioner Nestler mentioned litter on Chipper Curve 

Road behind Jackson Paper.  He has received complaints on the amount of trash collecting in the 

area.  He would like for the board to address the issue with Jackson Paper. Commissioner 

McPherson noted that he had been reviewing previous budget information and congratulated 

departments on conserving where possible.  McPherson added that he had received comments 

about the lack of décor on Mill Street compared to Main Street for the holidays.  Also, he was 

excited about the installation of electric vehicle charging stations.  Commissioner Hamilton 

wished everyone a Merry Christmas and added it was also great to see the Town of Sylva full of 

shoppers.  Hamilton suggested changing the drop-off location for the Christmas parade next year 

as she received complaints about floats having to travel up the hill on Old Dillsboro Road. 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT:  Manager Dowling presented the Town’s water fountain grant 

request to the County Commissioners on Tuesday, December 13
th

. The County will make a 

decision in January about awarding the grant. Dowling told the board she will begin working on 

the TWSA application for the impact fees of the fountain the week after Christmas.  Dowling 

reminded the board that the Town will be closed Friday (12/23), Monday (12/26), and Tuesday 

(12/27) for Christmas and Friday (12/30) for New Year’s.  The Planning Board met Thursday, 

December 15
th

 and discussed food trucks, sidewalks, and the residential planned unit 

development ordinance. The Board will have a public hearing on this amendment January 12th.  

Dowling also reminded the board that the first budget work session would be January 26
th

.  
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PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Dan Schaeffer wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  He told the 

board that he would talk with officials at Jackson Paper about the litter.  The Public Works 

Department will be working on removing trees on Main Street in the near future.  He also noted 

that the electric vehicle charging stations would hopefully be installed by the end of January or 

first of February.  Schaeffer reviewed the trash pick-up schedule and told the board that trash 

will be picked up as scheduled on Wednesday, December 28
th

. There will not be trash pickup on 

December 26
th

, instead the Monday route will be picked up Thursday, December 29
th

.   

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Police Chief Davis Woodard distributed monthly 

reports to the board.  Woodard told the board he was pleased with the Christmas Parade and 

shop-with-a-cop.  The K-9 kennel has been installed in a police unit and Officer Adams will be 

attending training in January.  Jeff Lewis has been hired to fill the vacancy resulting from Officer 

Lau’s resignation.   

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  None. 

 

MAIN STREET REPORT:  The Main Street Committee did not meet in December.  Meetings 

will resume in January. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FUNDS—ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION: 
The Town of Sylva received notification that they were awarded a grant from Duke Energy to 

install an electric vehicle charging station.  Funds must accepted by the board.  Commissioner 

Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the resolution accepting funds from Duke Energy for the 

grant.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

RESCHEDULE ECONOMIC PLAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  The 

December Economic Plan Development Committee meeting originally scheduled for December 

10
th

 was cancelled.  Commissioner Nestler made a motion to reschedule the meeting for January 

17, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT:  Mayor Sossamon thanked the applicants 

who applied to serve on the committee.  There were 8 applicants, 4 from the Sylva city limits and 

4 county residents.  Commissioner Hensley suggested a 5-member board with 3 city limit 

residents and 2 county residents.  After discussion, Commissioner Nestler made a motion to 

create a 5-member public art committee consisting of the following members:  Rachel Bridgers, 

Glenda Hensley, Kendall Rohovit, Preston Springer, and Meredith Whitfield.  The motion carries 

with a unanimous vote.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 a.m. 

The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Lynda Sossamon     Amanda W. Murajda 

Mayor        Town Clerk 


