
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners 

January 25, 2018 

  

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on January 25, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board 

Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. 

 

PRESENT:   Lynda Sossamon, Mayor    Paige Dowling, Town Manager 

  Barbara Hamilton, Vice-Mayor   Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk 

Mary Gelbaugh, Commissioner   Eric Ridenour, Town Attorney 

Greg McPherson, Commissioner 

David Nestler, Commissioner 

 

 ABSENT: Harold Hensley, Commissioner 

 

Mayor Sossamon called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Tammy Hooper, Rick Bryson and Dan Schaeffer. 

 

VISITORS PRESENT:  Lisa McBride, Tanner Hall and Holly Kays. 

 

AGENDA:  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion carries with a unanimous 

vote. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner McPherson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The motion 

carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: None. 

 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Nestler thanked the volunteers who helped with the Day of 

Service litter pick-up.  He reported that 33 bags of trash were collected in town during the clean-up.  Commissioner 

Hamilton noted the continued success of the movie Three Billboards. 

 

MANAGERS REPORT:  Manager Dowling reminded the board that the budget work session would begin 

immediately after the regular board meeting.  The Planning board would be meeting Thursday evening and would 

hear a presentation from Teague Engineering to continue their ordinance review.  Jamie Hyatt, a new-hire, began 

employment on January 15
th

.  Dowling will be attending the NC City County Manager’s conference January 30
th

 

through February 2
nd

.  She has also been working with the Chamber of Commerce and Recreation department on the 

Concerts on the Creek schedule.  The Town sponsored concerts will be May 25
th

, June 15
th

, July 20
th

, August 10
th

 

and 17
th

.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Dan Schaeffer reported that the Public Works department had 

been very busy with snow removal.  They are also working on the Sylva pool and installing new drains and tile in 

the bathrooms and lobby.  The Town hall lobby has been painted as well as the red trim in the entire office and new 

blinds have been installed.  The department has completed construction of the K-9 kennel.  Schaeffer thanked the 

volunteers who helped with a recent litter pick-up.  He reminded the board that Christmas lights would come down 

at the end of the month.  The Pinnacle Park Trail construction will be on Saturday, January 27, 2018 and volunteers 

can meet at the parking lot at 9:00 a.m. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Chief Tammy Hooper reported that the department had been involved in 

several activities lately.  They have participated in shop-with a-cop, volunteered to be servers at a deployment 

ceremony and dinner for the 210
th

 Military members and attended Narcan training.  JP Gallardo was awarded the 

Chiefs Award for his dedication to police service and Chanz Fritz was awarded Officer of the Year by his peers.  

The Police Department is working on updating their website and organizing a civilian police academy which will 

run for six weeks beginning May 1
st
.  FATZ Café in Franklin has partnered with the department on a fundraiser for 

K-9 Don.  On February 25, 2018, FATZ will donate 10% of proceeds for all meals sold.   
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT:  The Planning Board will meet Thursday, January 25
th

 and hear a presentation 

from Teague Engineering. 

 

TWSA BOARD REPORT:  Commissioner Nestler reported that TWSA has $400,000 surplus revenue according to 

their latest financial reports.  He also noted that a grant and loan application with USDA had been approved for the 

Cashiers plant. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

MURAL SELECTION: Manager Dowling reported that the Public Art Committee met on January 24
th

 and 

selected their candidate to paint a mural on the Ward’s Plumbing Building.  She said the vote was 3-2 in favor of 

Aaron Harris from Brevard.  Commissioner Nestler commented that the work he reviewed of Harris’ looked good.  

Commissioner McPherson thanked Manager Dowling and the committee for their hard work on the grant project.  

Commissioner McPherson made a motion to accept the Public Art Committee’s recommendation of Aaron Harris 

and move forward with the construction of the mural.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE SMOKY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 

UPDATE:  Manager Dowling explained that the resolution was a request from Emergency Management for all 

municipalities to approve and update the plan.  Commissioner Nestler made a motion to approve the resolution.  The 

motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

EROSION CONTROL PRESENTATION FOR PINNACLE PARK:  Sae Smyrl could not make the meeting 

but left a packet of information for each board member to review. 

 

FARMERS MARKET REQUEST:  Lisa McBride of the Farmer’s Market made a request to the board to have a 

weeknight market.  The request is for Wednesday nights from 3-6 or 4-7 p.m. located in the back of the gravel lot or 

paved lot at Bridge Park.  McBride explained that the market would operate from April to October and this year 

would be a trial run.  Commissioner Gelbaugh expressed concerns over traffic on Wednesday nights because of 

Lifeway Church.  All commissioners were in support of the idea.  Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to 

authorize the Farmer’s Market to set up on Wednesday evenings contingent on working out the details of location 

and time with the Town Manager.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 a.m. The motion 

carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Lynda Sossamon     Amanda W. Murajda 

Mayor       Town Clerk 


