
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners 

October 11, 2018 

 

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on October 11, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board 

Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. 

 

PRESENT:   Lynda Sossamon, Mayor    Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk 

  Mary Gelbaugh, Commissioner   Paige Dowling, Town Manager  

Harold Hensley, Commissioner   Eric Ridenour, Town Attorney  

Greg McPherson, Commissioner    

David Nestler, Commissioner   

          

 ABSENT: Barbara Hamilton, Vice-Mayor  

 

Mayor Sossamon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Tammy Hooper (Police Chief), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Jake Scott (Public 

Works Director) and Aimee Watson (Police Lt. Detective). 

 

VISITORS:  Keldon Austin, Dave Russell, Joe Walker, and First Baptist Church 1st Explorers Program. 

 

AGENDA:  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the amended agenda.  The motion carries with a 

unanimous vote. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner McPherson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The motion 

carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Jeannie Kelly addressed the board with her continued concerns about the Highway 107 

construction project.  Mrs. Kelly stated that she had not been included in a meeting that was held about the project 

and believes that was on purpose.  She believes that she is one of the largest property owners and most negatively 

effected business owners included in the construction project.  She is disappointed in board leadership and believes 

they should advocate for businesses.  She is asking the board members to reconsider their vote on the project and 

rescind it.  She would also like for Jack Debnam, Highway Commissioner, to express his thoughts on the project. 

 

Eric Ridenour, Town Attorney, spoke to clarify with Mrs. Kelly that the Town had nothing to do with a meeting 

held by NCDOT.  He reiterated that the board was working with the DOT on the project to address concerns and 

asked Mrs. Kelly to stop spreading misinformation because it was not helpful to the Town. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Sossamon reported that she had attended a meeting with the School of Government 

held at the Southwestern Commission where they discussed ways the SOG could help towns and cities.  She also 

attended the Walk for Hope event with the Police Department and the annual Walk to School event at Fairview 

School. 

 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:  Commissioner Nestler reported that TWSA scheduled their policy committee 

meeting for October 18, 2018 at 4:30 p.m.  Nestler apologized to Jeannie Kelly and told her that public comments 

were welcome at meetings.  Commissioner McPherson also attended the Walk for Hope and Fire Department parade 

on October 6, 2018.  He noted that he was proud of the community for what they are doing.  McPherson is looking 

forward to new crosswalks in town. 

 

MANAGERS REPORT:  Manager Dowling was not in attendance for the meeting. 

 

MAIN STREET REPORT:  Kelly Brown thanked the board for their support of the Main Street Sylva 

Association.  He noted that Treat Street would be on October 31, 2018 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Brown added that 

there would be a merchant sidewalk sale on Saturday, October 13th and a weekend of Christmas activities in 

downtown Sylva the weekend of November 30th through December 2nd.   

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  None. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

STREET CLOSING:  UNNAMED AND UNOPENED STREET BETWEEN KEENER STREET AND 

RIDGEWAY STREET:  Mayor Sossamon opened the public hearing at 5:45 p.m. and explained that the portion of 

the unopened street to be closed was between two parcels owned by the same person.   

 

Being no further comment Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to close the hearing at 5:45 p.m.  The motion 

carries with a unanimous vote. 

NEW BUSINESS 

STREET CLOSING:  UNNAMED AND UNOPENED STREET BETWEEN KEENER STREET AND 

RIDGEWAY STREET:  With no further comments or questions from the board, Commissioner Hensley made a 

motion to approve the closing of an unnamed street between Keener Street and Ridgeway Street.  The motion carries 

with a unanimous vote. 

 

PROCLAMATION—KEEPING THE LIGHTS ON AFTERSCHOOL:  Mayor Sossamon recognized the First 

Baptist Church 1st Explorers Program for participating in Lights on Afterschool Day October 25, 2018.  National 

Lights on Afterschool Day was created by the Afterschool Alliance to highlight the important role afterschool plays 

for children and families.  This proclamation recognizes Lights on Afterschool Day and commends the learning, 

sharing and growing happening in 1st Explorers afterschool ministry.  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to 

approve the proclamation for Keeping the Lights on Afterschool for the 1st Explorers Program of First Baptist 

Church.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

RAILROAD CROSSING—POWELL BILL FUND BALANCE APPROPRIATION:  Dan Schaeffer, Public 

Works Director, addressed the board and explained that the railroad crossing on Harold Street needed to be replaced 

and that it was the Town of Sylva’s responsibility.  He noted that there was a shortfall in the Powell Bill money this 

year therefore it would not cover the full cost of replacement.  Schaeffer said he would like to take $27,000 from 

Powell Bill Fund Balance to cover the difference in cost.  Commissioner Nestler questioned why the Town was 

responsible for the entire cost of replacement when they were only required to pay half of the cost of the railroad 

crossings on Main Street near the Fire Department and Grindstaff Cove Road.  Schaeffer reported that those were 

not Town maintained streets but rather DOT streets.  Schaeffer is requesting approval to move $27,000 from Powell 

Bill Fund Balance to the general Powell Bill line item to fund the repairs.  Commissioner Nestler made a motion to 

approve the request to move $27,000 from Powell Bill Fund Balance to the general Powell Bill line item.  The 

motion carries with a unanimous vote.   

 

RESCHEDULE PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE MEETING TO OCTOBER 17, 2018 AT 4:30 P.M.  The 

regularly scheduled Public Art Committee meeting falls on Halloween.  Commissioner McPherson made a motion 

to reschedule the meeting to October 17, 2018 at 4:30 p.m.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:00 p.m. The motion carries 

with a unanimous vote. 

 

 

__________________________________    __________________________________ 

Lynda Sossamon       Amanda W. Murajda 

Mayor        Town Clerk 


