
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners 

June 13, 2019 

 

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on June 13, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board 

Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. 

 

PRESENT:   Barbara Hamilton, Vice-Mayor   Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk 

  Harold Hensley, Commissioner   Paige Dowling, Town Manager 

Mary Gelbaugh, Commissioner   Eric Ridenour, Town Attorney 

  Greg McPherson Commissioner    

David Nestler, Commissioner   

          

 ABSENT: Lynda Sossamon, Mayor 

 

Vice-Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Jake Scott, Tammy Hooper, Rick Bryson, Bruce Moore, JP Gallardo, Heath Jones, Aimee 

Watson, Doug Farmer, Jamie Hyatt, McKinsey Jones, Daniel Peoples and KJ Adams. 

 

VISITORS: Matthew Ellsworth, Davis Woodard, Dan Schaeffer, Kim Gallardo, Teri Jenkinson, Dave Russell, 

Cheyanne Gallardo, Regan Lovett and Paul Lovett. 

 

AGENDA:  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the amended agenda.  The motion carries with a 

unanimous vote.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Nestler made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The motion carries 

with a unanimous vote. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: None. 

 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Gelbaugh commented that guests of her rafting business 

mentioned that they could not find a coffee shop in Sylva because of signage or lack of advertising.  Commissioner 

Hensley noted that remodeling work had begun on the American Legion Building. He added that there would be a 

flag burning ceremony on Saturday, June15, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioner McPherson asked if sidewalks could 

be added at the new Nantahala Brewing site.  Attorney Ridenour informed him that the location he is requesting is 

owned by the railroad so it is not feasible.  McPherson also asked the board if they were willing to have Manager 

Dowling research allowing brown bagging adult beverages at Concerts on the Creek.  Commissioner Hamilton 

added that she did not think it could be done this season because contracts with the bands had already been signed 

and it would require a great deal of research on Dowling’s part but she would be ok with researching it in the future.  

Commissioner Gelbaugh said she was fine with researching the idea but not for this year.  Commissioner Nestler 

said he would be in agreement with researching the idea.  Commissioner Hensley stated he was opposed to the idea 

all together.  Commissioner McPherson then asked Manager Dowling if she would research the idea. 

 

MANAGERS REPORT:  Manager Dowling reported the following:   

• Asheville Design Center hopes to have a final report to present to the Board July 11th for the Highway 107 

project 

• The Skyland Dr. sidewalk project is now expected to start in January.  

• The Chief of Police position will close Friday at 12:00 p.m.  

• The code assessment and future land use map are still in progress.  

• The Sylva sign on Grindstaff Cove should be finished by Friday, June 14, 2019.  

• Trail builders have completed a new trail to Blackrock.  

• The SOG is holding a training at WCU for elected officials called Leading the Way to Board Excellence. 

This is the first time it’s been taught in Cullowhee. The training is 2 days each month from August to 

November on the first Thursday and Friday of the month.  

• Liz Parham from the NC Main Street Program completed a site visit in Sylva on May 28, 2019. She was 

very impressed with downtown and thought the Town had made lots of progress.  
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MAIN STREET REPORT:  The Promotions Committee and the Sylva Art and Design Committee are busy 

planning several events for the Town. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

FY 2019-2020 BUDGET ORDINANCE:  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the FY 2019-2020 

budget ordinance.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

FY 2019-2020 FEE SCHEDULE:  Commissioner Nestler made a motion to approve the FY 2019-2020 fee 

schedule.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION:  JP Gallardo will be resigning from the Town of Sylva effective June 30, 

2019 with more that 47 years in the law enforcement field across several agencies.  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a 

motion to approve a resolution of appreciation honoring JP Gallardo.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote.  

Manager Dowling presented Gallardo with the resolution of appreciation and surplus of his service side arm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:50 p.m. The motion carries 

with a unanimous vote. A reception honoring JP Gallardo followed the meeting. 

 

 

__________________________________    __________________________________ 

Barbara Hamilton       Amanda W. Murajda 

Vice-Mayor       Town Clerk 


