
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners 

July 11, 2019 

 

The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on July 11, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board 

Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C. 

 

PRESENT:   Lynda Sossamon, Mayor    Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk 

Barbara Hamilton, Vice-Mayor   Paige Dowling, Town Manager 

  Harold Hensley, Commissioner   Eric Ridenour, Town Attorney 

Mary Gelbaugh, Commissioner    

  Greg McPherson Commissioner    

David Nestler, Commissioner   

          

 ABSENT:  

 

Mayor Sossamon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Lynn Bryant (Finance Officer), Jake Scott (Public Works Director) and the Sylva Police 

Department. 

 

VISITORS: Pat Purdy, Jan Fitzgerald, Ann Washabaugh, Amy Willis, Robin Bailey, Aaron Littlefield, Jeannie 

Kelley, Betty Dishman, Pam Krauss, Eric Myers, Holly Kays, Ben Guiney, Quintin Ellison, Kim Gallardo, JP 

Gallardo, Cheyanne Gallardo, Bailey Hooper, Brady Hooper, Kim Hooper, Wilma Nations, Joe Bill Mathews, 

Belinda Bryson, Mike Poston, Ann Cooper, Steve Cooper, TJ Peoples, Lisa McBride, Joe Hamilton, Chris Joyell, 

Rose Bauguess, Livingston Kelley, Tiffany Shuler and Amanda Seay. 

 

 

AGENDA:  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the amended agenda.  The motion carries with a 

unanimous vote.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The motion 

carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Pat Purdy addressed the board and asked how many businesses would be affected and 

lose their livelihood because of the Highway 107 construction project.  Mayor Sossamon replied that the true effect 

would be known when the later design plans were released.  Ben Guiney asked the board how multi-modal means of 

transportation would fit in the project.  Again, once future plans are finalized the impact will be available.  Robin 

Bailey, from Sundog Properties, addressed the board and requested on behalf of the owners of Sundog signs for “10-

minute” parking installed in front of their business on Main Street.  Mayor Sossamon deferred this to the Public 

Works department.  Aaron Littlefield addressed the board and presented a petition for voluntary annexation for his 

property located in the Dillardtown community.   

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Sossamon thanked the board for their support during the death of her mother. 

 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner McPherson expressed his excitement over the new businesses in 

Sylva.  Commissioner Hamilton commented that attendees to the July 4th festivities had positive things to say about 

Sylva.  She also thanked the Public Works department for their work. 

 

MANAGERS REPORT:  Manager Dowling reported the following:   

• Auditors began preliminary work. 

• Zoning Ordinance Assessment & Future Land Use Map: Kristy Carter worked with the Planning Board at 

their July meeting on Character Area Map/Future Land Use Map. This map identifies specific geographical 

areas based on the existing districts. The Planning Board discussed infill potential, density, and ways to use 

the zoning districts to balance development with the natural environment. The code assessment is still in 

progress. Kristy explained to the Planning Board that we will likely need a revised zoning ordinance in the 

future and a small area plan for Skyland Drive.  

• Blackrock Creek property: Dowling and Town Attorney Eric Ridenour have been working to review pre-

closing documents with the Conservation Fund and Mainspring. CWMTF announced that once all the grant 

paperwork (surveys, environmental assessment, conservation easement, etc.) has been submitted, it should 
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take 2 months to review prior to authorizing us to close on the property. This means it will be around 

September before the property is transferred to the Town.  

• The Jackson County joint municipality meeting is Tuesday, July 23rd at 6:00 p.m. at the Department on 

Aging.  

• KJ Adams resigned to start his own landscaping business. His last shift was June 26th. Jaime Hyatt is taking 

over as the K-9 officer.  
 

MAIN STREET REPORT:  The Sylva Art and Design Committee will be having a pop-up art show at Black 

Balsam Outdoors on July 26, 2019 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Ten percent of the proceeds will go to the art fund.  The 

MSSA has approved the membership of Quintin Ellison. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

ASHEVILLE DESIGN CENTER REPORT:  Chris Joyell, from Asheville Design Center, presented the ADC’s 

intersection recommendations.  Their final report is not complete yet.  He will forward that the Manager Dowling as 

soon as it is complete. 

 

SKYLAND DRIVE SIDEWALK REPORT:  The construction on Skyland Drive’s sidewalk is expected to begin 

in January. The cost has increased substantially. The original estimated cost was $518,567 with $103,713 being paid 

by the Town in phases. Now that engineering and right of way have advanced further, NCDOT now estimates the 

total project cost to be $1,392,000 so $278,400 will be paid by the Town. This is $174,687 more than budgeted for. 

The remaining balance will need to be appropriated from fund balance.  Commissioner Nestler made a motion to 

appropriate $174,687 from fund balance to cover the additional cost of the sidewalk.  The motion carries with a 

unanimous vote. 

 

APPROVAL OF FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS:  Mayor Sossamon reviewed the list of officers for the 

fiscal year 2019-2020, voted on by the department, as follows: 

 Chief   Mike Beck 

1st Assistant Chief Chris Greene 

2nd Assistant Chief Keith Buchanan 

Captain   Brandon Sutton 

Captain   Brian Wellmon 

Lieutenant  Ben Clawson 

Secretary  Sam Shuler 

Safety Officer  Belinda Clawson 

Chaplain  Mike Farmer 

 

Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the FY 2019-2020 Fire Department officers as presented.  The 

motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION:  Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve a resolution of 

appreciation for Tammy Hooper in regards to her retirement.  The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 p.m. The motion carries 

with a unanimous vote. A reception honoring Tammy Hooper’s retirement followed the meeting. 

 

 

__________________________________    __________________________________ 

Lynda Sossamon       Amanda W. Murajda 

Mayor        Town Clerk 


